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Rav Soloveitchik, “The Return to Zion”, pages 149,150

They came and created a new concept of nationality, as well as a new idea of
heroism, one of reverence and sacrifice. Knesset Yisrael is a nation not only
through political-social community, not only through political sovereignty, not only
through a large army, not only by “So all the cities of those kings, and all their
kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the sword” (Joshua 11:12), not only
by military leadership such as that of Othniel ben Kenaz, Shamgar ben Anat, and
Barak ben Abinoam, not only by David and Solomon—but also by embodying a
definite Torah ideology, by fighting for a particular world order, by observing laws
and judgments, by identifying with the Shekhina. Heroism is sometimes
demonstrated not only on the battlefield, but also in day-to-day life, in a stubborn
fight for the realization of definite values, of creativity, and existence despite the
obstacles. ..

And when did the Men of the Great Assembly create the new idea of a historical
and politically transcendent Shekhina nation? It is precisely when Jews had,
through the grace of Cyrus, built their own kingdom and built it with self-sacrifice
and heroism. It was precisely at that time when the Men of the Great Assembly
proclaimed this new Shekhina nation. Indeed, we must have a state, as well as a
legal-political nation with all its accoutrements, for the state and the nation will
serve as the laboratory in which the great ideals and values of the political nation
and values of “great, mighty, and awesome” will be realized. The Men of the Great
Assembly argued that we should not reduce “great, mighty, and awesome” from its
transcendental Torah attribute to “great, mighty, and awesome” in the
political-legal sense.
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